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dampnefs of the air here, during the whole fummer. W e had only at London one thunder-ftorm; on July 20 ; and then the thunder was accompanied with rain ; fo that, by wetting the apparatus, the electricity was diflipated too foon to be perceived upon touching thofe parts o f the apparatus, which ferved to conduCt i t This, I fay, in general pre vented our verifying Mr. Franklin's hypothefis: but our worthy brother Mr. Canton was more fortunate. I take the liberty, therefore, o f laying before you an extract o f a letter, which I received from that gen tleman, dated from Spital-fquare, July 21, 17 " I had yefterday, about five in the afternoon, an " opportunity o f trying Mr. Since the receipt o f your letter, inoculating has been very much pradtifed here, and with great fuc cefs ; of which the account I now fend may be looked upon as pretty authentic. From the 13 o f Auguft, to the beginning o f February, have been in oculated, in this city and neighbourhood, four hun dred and twenty-two perfons. On five or fix o f thefe, to my knowlege, it had no effedt j though on one the experiment was tried a fecond time.
